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Opinion & Views of an RPAS Operator 

Paudie Barry, Baseline Surveys, Ireland 
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1. Aviation Authority? 

2. Operator? 

3. Manufacturer? 

4. Injured party? 
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RPAS Operator is central character  

1. Injured party v Operator 

2. Aviation Authority v Operator 

3. Operator v manufacturer 
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Organisational Responsibility 

1. Legal and moral responsibility to staff, clients and public 

2. All RPAS Operators are fully trained 

3. To avoid incidents, serious incidents and serious accidents 

4. Routine maintenance on RPAS 
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IAA Requirements for 

permit application 

• OPERATIONS 

MANUAL  

 

• MANUFACTURERS 

MANUAL 

 

• MANUFACTURERS 

TRAINING 

CERTIFICATE 

 

• INSURANCE 

CERTIFICATION 

 

• APPLICATION  FEE 
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Operators Responsibility 

 

 

 

1. Flight Planning 

2. On Site Procedures 

3. Flight Procedures 

4. Emergency Procedures 
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Pre Flight Survey 
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On Site Checklist 
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Manufacturers Flight Checklist 

1. Ground Station 

2. Airframe 

3. Software 

4. Mission 

5. Take Off 
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In Flight Checklist 

1. VLOS 500m + 120m Ceiling 

2. Congested Area 

3. Controlled Airspace 

4. >8km from aerodrome 

5. >150m from public 

6. >2km fro aircraft in flight 
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Emergency Procedures 

1. Loss of power to motor 

2. Aircraft battery failure 

3. Transmitter battery failure 

4. Loss of ground control signal 

5. Control Frequency Interference 

6. Pilot Incapacitation 

7. Fly Away Action  
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Landing Procedures 

1. Crew ready and public 50m away 

2. Check wind direction 

3. Initiate landing sequence 

4. Store parachute 

5. Unplug batteries on Aircraft 

6. Close all applications 
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Pilot Responsibility 

 

Pilot is responsible for the entire RPAS operation 

1. Pre flight Survey  

2. On Site safety checks 

3. Actual RPAS flight 

4. Data quality 
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Manufacturer Responsibility? 

1. Air Worthiness? 

2. Flyaway? 
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INSURANCE is mandatory 

16 hours of flying = €5,500 insurance premium 

€344 per hour insurance cost 
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Thank You for Listening 



UVS International 
 

86 rue Michel Ange 

2nd Building – 2nd Floor 

FR-75016 Paris 

France 
 

Tel.: 33-1-46.51.88.65 

Fax: 33-1-46.51.05.22 
 

pvb@uvs-international.org 

pvb@uvs-info.com 
 

www.uvs-international.org 

www.uvs-info.com 
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